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Getting the Message Out 
by  James Bobick, 33° 

 

    Right now, we are recognizing one 

of our very own pieces of history --- 

our Consistory organ!  Often we sit and 

listen to the music it produces, but how 

many of us really know anything about 

the organ and this building in which it 

rests? 

    Scottish Rite masonry began in 

Colorado in 1877.  In 1890, the Rite organized a Temple 

Association.  This organization purchased the first 

building, an old church, to use as their Consistory.  

Thirty four years later, the Temple of Colorado 

Consistory No. 1 had its corner stone laid.  Denver 

architect William Bowman, a Consistory member, 

designed this massive neo-classical structure. 

    Less than fourteen (14) months after the cornerstone 

laying, the Temple was dedicated on May 14, 1925 with 

the Sovereign Grand Commander, John Henry Cowles, 

presiding.  In 1989, the Temple of Colorado Consistory 

was declared a landmark by the City and County of 

Denver.  In September 1992, The Colorado and Rocky 

Mountain Consistories merged to form the current 

Denver Consistory.  It was decided, based upon its 

historic significance, the new Denver Consistory would 

reside in this Temple. 

    Thatôs a quick history of our building, but how many 

realize that our organ is an integral part of that history.  

This organ is an instrument of exceptional historic merit.  

Only a few still exist.  It is neither a cathedral (church) 

organ nor a theatrical (cinema) one.  It is one of the few 

that were designed to be something in between the two. 

    What fascinates many is that the organ is an integral 

part of this building.  The next time you are in the 

building, look up to our domed ceiling.  If you were to 

be on the other side of that dome, you would be standing 

in a huge area with a twenty (20) foot ceiling.  Thatôs the 

distance from the inner dome to the outer dome.  Within 

that huge area are the 750 pipes and the workings of our 

organ.  It really is a gigantic instrument!  As guests in 

the auditorium, all we see is the console up there in the 

north.  And yet, that is less than ten (10) percent of the 

whole organ. 

    Our Consistory has been appointed by the National 

Organ Historical Society as the trustee for the organ.  

This appointment exists as long as the instrument is 

ñmaintained in a manner consistent with its historical 

significance.ò  Simply put, this establishes a requirement 

for the organ to be kept in perpetual care and 

maintenance.  Unlike other mechanical devices, an organ 

continually maintains its service as long as it is in good 

repair. 
(continued on page 4) 
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2007 Denver Consistory Schedule 
 

September 
 
Mon., Sept. 17

th
  Stated Meeting 

    Punch Bowl in Black/White Tiled Lobby   5:30 PM 
    Red Room Business Meeting 
    Dinner         6:00 PM 
 

Roast Beef 
Mashed Potatoes and Gravy 

Green Salad with Tomato garnish 
Mixed Vegetables 
Rolls and Butter 

Boston Crème Pie 
 

RESERVATIONS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY 
at 303-861-4261 before 12:00 P.M., Wednesday, 

September 12, 2007 
 

Parking garage available 
 

Sat., Sept. 29
th

   Honors Conferral, Investiture and 
  Banquet ï By Invitation Only 

                       
                          October 
 
Sat., Oct. 6

th
   Widows Lunch ï 11:30 AM 

Drivers Needed ï Parking garage available 
 

Sat., Oct. 13
th

   Oktoberfest Celebration 
  at El Jebel Shrine Center ï 5 to 9 PM 

 
Mon., Oct. 15

th
  Stated Meeting 

    Punch Bowl in Black/White Tiled Lobby   5:30 PM 
    Red Room Business Meeting 
    Dinner         6:00 PM 
 

Teriyaki Chicken Breast  
With Pineapple Slice 

Saffron Rice 
Squash Mix 

Mixed Greens Salad 
Rolls and Butter 

Pineapple Upside Down Cake 
 

RESERVATIONS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY 
at 303-861-4261 before 12:00 P.M., Wednesday, 

October 10, 2007 
 

Parking garage available 
 

                          November 
 
Fri. & Sat., Nov. 9

th
,10

th
,16

th
,17

th
    Fall Reunion

   

 
Mon., Nov. 19

th
  Stated Meeting 

Veterans Recognition Program 
Thur. & Fri., Nov. 22

nd
-23

rd
  Closed for Thanksgiving 

Calendar of Events 
 

At all Consistory functions, children 12 and 
under are complimentary. 

 
Vegetarian plates available at all functions 

upon request with reservations. 
 

All lunches are $10.00 donation per plate 
All Dinners are $15.00 donation per plate 

 
LUNCH SERVED EVERY FRIDAY AT NOON  

WITH THE 1ST FRIDAY RESERVED FOR 
FRIED CHICKEN 

 
 

~ In Memoriam ~ 
 

Brother     Died 
 

Monte Dean Benson, 32°  6/14/2007  
Leroy Henry Bisterfeldt, 32°  7/15/2007  
Grant Ellsworth Downer, 32° 6/6/2007  
Richard Dorwyn Greene, 32° KCCH 6/12/2007  
Gordon Fawcett Hamby, 32°  7/15/2007  
Basil Raymond Higgins, 32°  6/23/2007  
Eric Hudson, 32°   8/3/2007  
Malcolm Eugene Hughes, 32° 6/22/2007  
John Cole Kugel, 32°   6/11/2007  
Earl G. Laughlin, 32°   8/7/2007  
Harold G. Lortscher, 32°  7/17/2007  
Stanley  Charles Marguerites, 32° 5/29/2007  
Matthew Mc Bride, 32° KCCH 7/2/2007  
Walter E. Means, 32°   7/16/2007  
George  Edwin Mitchell, 32°  7/18/2007  
Roscoe D. Mc Mullin, 32° KCCH  8/2/2007 
Carl Rudolph Nelson, 32°  7/18/2007  
Buster Roberts   8/3/2007  
Andrew John Roy, 32°  8/5/2007 
Erlo Marvin Sloss, 32°   8/7/2007 
Harry Ray Taylor, 32°   6/10/2007  
Thomas Glen Thomas, 32°  6/24/2007  
Charles William Vest, 32°  6/15/2007  
John James White, 32°  6/18/2007  
Leslie Carl Whitney, 32°KCCH 6/25/2007  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 17 th ð Stated 
Meeting  

Wear your favorite Sports 
Team Shirt  
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From the 

4DBQDS@QX½R 

Desk 
by Darrell L. Tygart Sr. 33° 

 
    Well, the summer is almost behind us and we are set 

to begin our fall labors. The summer work around the 

facility has gone well and there are some noticeable 

improvements.  The Cathedral Association, with Chuck 

Fraleyôs able assistance and advice, has done a great job 

of identifying those areas needing attention and seeing to 

it that the work gets done. The Executive and Finance 

Committees have continued their work and the mission 

of the Denver Consistory satisfied. By the time that you 

read this, the historic joint Biennial Session between the 

Northern and Southern Masonic Jurisdictions will have 

taken place in Washington, D.C. Look for the stories 

from that event! 

    The Consistory Degree Council has begun their work 

in anticipation of the Fall Reunion. The format for this 

Reunion is a little different and is being tried after some 

suggestions from recent classes. This Reunion will occur 

on consecutive weekends; Friday November 9
th
, 

Saturday November 10
th
, Friday November 16

th
 and 

Saturday November 17
th
. We will evaluate this plan after 

the Fall Reunion to determine if this type of scheduling 

helps with the fatigue and stress of a three and a half day 

event, both on the workers and the class. We now have a 

supply of ñpocket petitionsò that you can pick up at the 

office. Every Scottish Rite Mason should have this 

petition in his wallet or pocket and help to make this 

Reunion as successful as our Spring Reunion. 

    I would like to remind the officers and the Honormen 

that we will be looking for drivers and servers for the 

October 6
th
 Widows luncheon. You will receive a letter 

regarding this event later in the month. 

    The Oktoberfest is in final planning and the 

entertainment improved over last year. The event will be 

a joint event at El Jebel on Saturday, October 13
th
, from 

5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. There will be a German Fare 

dinner and adult beverages. This event was enjoyed by 

all who participated last year so I hope to see you there. 

    Upcoming ñfamilyò events include Central States 

Shrine Association meetings and convention in Kansas 

City, Missouri from August 29
th
 thru September 1

st
; the 

Annual Grand York Rite Sessions on September 6
th
 thru 

the 8
th
 (at the Doubletree/Stapleton); Grand Chapter, 

Order of the Eastern Star begin their annual meetings on 

September 19
th
; Royal Arch Four Corners Festival in 

Flagstaff, Arizona on Saturday, October 6
th
. These are 

but a few of the events so be sure and check those areas 

of special interest to you personally. 

    The area Prince Hall Masonic Bodies are working on 

a joint charitable event and are gathering serviceable 

winter coats that they will distribute to the homeless. We 

have offered to participate in this very worthwhile event 

and will set up a collection point for these coats at the 

Denver Consistory. Your generosity is much 

appreciated. 

    See you at the September Stated Meeting. Remember 

to wear your favorite sports team jersey! 
 

Denver 

Consistory 

Ladies 
                   by Virginia Arner 

 
 

Hello Ladies, 

Hope you have had a wonderful summer and are 

ready to join us for the upcoming events at the 

Consistory for September and October. 

Meeting night for September is Monday the 17
th
.  

Mary Jane Bradbury will treat the women to a 

presentation of ñWriting Women Back Into Historyò. 

Those of us who had the good fortune of seeing Mary 

Janeôs portrayal of Molly Brown can attest to the fact 

that we are in for a real treat. 

Weôd like to thank all of you who wore your 

fabulous Hawaiian attire to the last meeting. The 

winners for the evening were Jim and Annette Stewart 

who looked like they had just arrived from Hawaii.  

Since the theme for the September meeting is ñfavorite 

sports teamò please trade in your Hawaiian shirts/dresses 

for your favorite sports team jerseys/shirts/ whatever. 

Itôs great fun to see all the different sports preferences. 

There will be door prizes for the ladies so be sure to join 

us for the September meeting. 

Please note: There has been a change in plans 

concerning the Halloween gift bags for Childrenôs 

Hospital. We do not need to bring Halloween items to 

the September meeting as originally planned. 

The Widowôs Luncheon will be held Saturday, 

October sixth. The Honormen will serve lunch at 

11:30AM. Reservations may be made until the fifth of 

October by calling the Consistory office. Those needing 

a ride may also call the office at 303-861-4261.  

Entertainment will be provided after lunch. Please join 

us for an afternoon of fun, good food and friendship. 

The stated meeting for October is Monday, the 

15
th
. Please plan to attend. Door prizes will be given to 

the ladies. 
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Getting the Message Out 
(continued from page 1) 

 

   We are fortunate to still have this unique device.  Yet, 

with now over eighty (80) years of faithful service, it is 

in dire need.  The age of this organ, not its continued 

use, is the sole reason repair and restoration is required. 

    Over the years, your Denver Consistory (including its 

predecessor) has provided needed care and maintenance.  

As recently as 2004, the organôs relay system was 

replaced with a new solid state system at a cost of over 

twenty-seven thousand dollars ($27,000) totally borne 

by the Consistory.  Additional parts repair and 

replacement are required.  While some ñpatchesò have 

been made over the years, complete leather replacement 

is a big requirement.  Each pipe is joined to the organ by 

leather. 

    For us, it is important that we maintain the 

instrumentôs integrity.  Even with the organ being kept 

in good repair, after eighty (80) years of continued use, 

itôs wearing out.  Continued patching can no longer 

suffice to keep the organ in good working condition.  

Without needed repairs, there is a strong probability that 

irreparable damage will occur. 

    What does all of this really mean to us?  The current 

price for total repair and restoration is currently a quarter 

of a million dollars ($250,000).  Now thatôs a lot of 

money!  Would anyone hesitate to spend the money if 

they had it?  Dare say, I think not.  And, spend it we 

must! 

    That is the bad news; there is good news on the 

horizon.  How can we meet all our regular expenses and 

pay for organ repair you ask.  We have been working for 

about two (2) years to find a way that our Consistory can 

afford such a vast expenditure.  It can be done! 

    Ten (10) months ago we applied to the State 

Historical Fund to assist us in this undertaking.  In 

February, we received their response.  We have been 

granted seventy-five (&) percent of the total cost to 

repair and restore our historic organ.  THATôs THE 

GOOD NEWS!  I hope you agree. 

    There is a small matter of the twenty-five (25) percent 

we need to provide.  We need to provide about sixty-five 

thousand dollars ($65,000).  Now think about that for a 

minute --- for sixty-five thousand dollars ($65,000), we 

get a quarter of a million dollars ($250,000) worth of 

work.  Additionally, we have our good organ for another 

eighty (80) years or more.  What a bargain! 

    As we announce this windfall grant, I ask all 

Consistory members and friends to join in a fund-raising 

drive to ensure our organ gets the care it needs and 

deserves.  We can do this!  Further details will be 

provided at our next meeting.  We just want each of you 

to give prayerful thought to the value your contribution 

will make to the future of our Consistory.  Music is a 

cornerstone, laid by our Masonic ancestors, and we have 

an obligation to preserve it!  Our organ music is an 

integral part of who we are.  It is a representation of us 

to the fraternity and the community.  We certainly hope 

you want to be, and will be, a part of this historic 

endeavor. 
 

Your Consideration Please 
By Don Jones, 32° KCCH 

 

   Back and forth; thither and yon.  

Consistory members and ladies are 

fervently planning the feast.  How many 

dinners, how many chairs, who sits in the 

front and whoôs in the east?  There is a 

deadline, always a deadline!  We have to 

let them know!  How many members, how many ladies, 

how many guests; we have to let them know!  A Ladies 

luncheon, a Charity Ball or maybe itôs New Years Eve, 

we have to be well prepared with numbers we can 

believe.  It is embarrassing for all when you show up at 

the hall and havenôt been planned for.  You will find no 

meat on your plate, no fish for your dish, and no room 

on the floor.  Please let us know if you will be there, if 

itôs only the day before.  For sad is the day, when youôre 

turned away and you are unable to join us.  The Chef 

and the wait-staff, the bartender who pours your cheer, 

would like to know exactly how many members and 

ladies are here.  If they run out, and you the lout, who 

forgot to RSVP, youôll be the first to holler and say, 

ñWHY DID THEY FORGET ME??ò  So plan ahead and 

give everyone a break.  Tell us where you will be.  I 

guess what I am trying to say is, ALWAYS RSVP!!!!!  
 

Rusty Nail Degree 
by Lincoln Soule, 33°-elect 

 

    Rob Morris Lodge #92 will host a Rusty Nail Degree, 

open to all Master Masons, at the Lodgeôs new home at 

Denver Consistory, 1370 Grant Street on Saturday, the 

13
th
 of October 2007.  We will start with breakfast at 

8:00 AM followed by the Rusty Nail at 9:00 AM and we 

are planning to hold one of the degrees for candidates in 

the afternoon. 

    All Master Masons are invited.  In particular, those 

who would like to attend Lodge but may have been away 

for a long time and may need a refresher for some of the 

ritual.  Also, Rob Morris Lodge will resume its meetings 

on August 14
th
 and will meet the 2

nd
 and 4

th
 Tuesday of 

each month. 

    On the 3
rd
 Tuesday of each month, the Lodge will host 

a discussion group on the esoteric work of the Blue 

Lodge, its symbolism and ritual.  These discussions will 

be held in the Lodge Room at 7:00 PM.  Again, all 

interested Master Masons are encouraged to attend.   
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